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Berrien County and its accom-
panying municipalities are in 

the process of fi guring out how to 
implement nine days of early vot-
ing in 2024.

In November 2022, Michigan-
ders voted in favor of Proposal 2, 
which aims to expand voter ac-
cess to the polls. One of the ways 
Prop 2 works is by requiring at 
least nine days of early voting 
for all state and federal elections.

“With the nine days, people 
can pick what day and what time 
works with their schedule,” said 
Stacy Loar-Porter, chair of the 
Berrien County Clerks Associa-
tion and Lincoln Township clerk. 
“It’s a huge advantage and it’s 
worked in a lot of other states 
that have been doing it for a real-
ly long time.”

Loar-Porter said some of Mich-
igan’s bigger college towns plan 
to have up to 28 days of early 
voting, but it’s not so easy for 
smaller counties with less re-
sources.

Early voting won’t be imple-
mented into an election within 
Michigan until the 2024 presi-
dential primary.

Even with the election months 
away, Berrien County clerks 
have been working since Prop 2 
passed to ensure all 31 jurisdic-
tions have a successful nine days 
of early voting. 

The cost of voting
Between the cost of barcode 

scanners, tabulators, ballot bags, 
secrecy sleeves and even the “I 
voted” stickers, conducting early 
voting for nine straight days gets 
expensive quickly. 

The Berrien County Clerk’s 
Offi ce estimated the cost of ear-
ly voting to be about $2,000 for 
smaller jurisdictions with less 
registered voters, like Galien 
and Coloma. However, the price 
for large jurisdictions – such 
as Niles and Benton Township 

– is estimated to be more than 
$20,000.

A large portion of the costs 
would be a one-time expense, but 
large jurisdictions would have 

Don Campbell / HP file photo

Residents vote at the Zion St. Joe United Church of Christ in St. Joseph in 2020. Berrien County and its 31 municipalities are expected to offer early day 
voting for elections starting in 2024.

Expanding to early voting
Southwest Michigan 
clerks prep for 2024 
election changes

Early day 
voting numbers

According to data from the 
Berrien County Clerk’s Office, 

the following 10 municipalities 
have the most registered voters 

in the county as of 2022:

Benton Township: 12,638 vot-
ers

Niles Township: 12,380 voters

Lincoln Township: 12,331 vot-
ers

City of Niles: 10,513 voters

St. Joseph Township: 8,925 
voters

City of Benton Harbor: 8,137 
voters

City of St. Joseph: 7,266 voters

Oronoko Township: 5,981 vot-
ers

Coloma Township: 4,434 voters

Royalton Township: 4,138 vot-
ers
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 Nine days of early voting 

in Berrien County will be 

at Lake Michigan College 

in Benton Township and 

the South County 

Courthouse in Niles. 

Benton and Bainbridge 

townships will host their

own early voting sites. 

  It will start two Saturdays

prior to an election and 

be open 8:30 a.m.-

4:30 p.m. daily, except

Wednesday (11 a.m.-

7 p.m.) through the

Sunday prior to

the election. Berrien

County

St. Joseph River

Early voting

RAC request 
to be 
considered 
by BH 
commission
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — Plans to 
renovate the Renaissance Athletic 
Club in Benton Harbor are on track 
if the business receives the requested 
tax exemption from the city.

The RAC wants to make $384,500 
in new investment to improve its 
competitive position, Zach Vaughn, 
project manager at Cornerstone Al-
liance, told members of the city’s 
Planning & Economic Development 
Committee on Wednesday.

The facility is requesting a 10-year 
commercial rehabilitation tax ex-
emption, meaning the taxable value 
would be frozen at its current value 
for 10 years. Vaughn said that be-
sides the retention of the 56 existing 
jobs, the project is expected to create 
35 construction jobs and four new 
jobs.

Of the 56 existing employees, 12 
are Benton Harbor residents, accord-
ing to the proposed resolution.

Benton Harbor city commissioners 
in August approved establishing a 
commercial rehabilitation district so 
the tax exemption could be applied 
for.

Alex Little, director of the city’s 
community and economic develop-
ment department, said the RAC’s 
request is similar to what the city has 
approved for other entities.

Even though the amount of taxes 
the facility will pay to the city will 

Police pursuit 
ends in arrest, 
damaged 
cruiser

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP — No one 
was injured when a man allegedly 
driving a stolen vehicle crashed into 
a police patrol car Thursday night, 
Berrien County Sheriff’s Detective 
Lt. Sean Soulard said Friday after-
noon.

A 22-year-old Benton Harbor man 
has been arrested, but Soulard said 
police are withholding his name 
pending formal charges in Berrien 
County Trial Court.

The incident began after Mishawa-
ka, Ind., police alerted police agen-
cies of a vehicle having been report-
ed stolen there.

Berrien County sheriff’s deputies 
on patrol spotted the suspect vehicle 
at about 9:45 p.m. on M-63 near En-
terprise Way in Benton Township.

Soulard said as deputies tried 
to stop the vehicle, it struck a ful-
ly-marked Berrien County Sheriff’s 
Department patrol car, then contin-
ued on and a chase ensued.

The pursuit ended when the al-
legedly stolen vehicle became dis-
abled, Soulard said. He said the sus-
pect was taken into custody without 

Benton Harbor man, 
22, in custody over 
alleged stolen car

See VOTING, page A6

See PURSUIT, page A6

See RAC, page A6

Maine shooting suspect has been found dead
By DAVID SHARP, PATRICK 
WHITTLE, HOLLY RAMER 
and MICHELLE R. SMITH
Associated Press

LEWISTON, Maine — The man 
wanted in the mass shooting at a 
bowling alley and bar that killed 
18 people and wounded 13 was 
found dead Friday, bringing an end 
to a search that put the entire state 
of Maine on edge for the last two 
days.

Robert Card, who was wanted in 
connection with the shootings at 
Schemengees Bar and Grille and at 
Just-In-Time Recreation bowling 
alley in Lewiston, was found dead 
in Lisbon Falls, Maine, Gov. Janet 
Mills said at a Friday night news 

conference.
Commissioner of 

Maine Department 
of Public Safety 
Mike Sauschuck 
said Card was 
found at 7:45 p.m. 
near the Andro-
scoggin River of 
an apparent self-in-
fl icted gunshot wound. He declined 
to provide a specifi c address.

Police found Card’s body at a re-
cycling facility where he recently 
worked, a law enforcement offi cial 
told the AP. The offi cial was not 
authorized to discuss details of the 
investigation publicly and spoke to Robert F. Bukaty / AP

A police officer gives an order to the public during a manhunt at a farm for 
the suspect in this week’s deadly mass shootings Friday in Lisbon, Maine.

CARD

See SHOOTER, page A6
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more than $5,000 in early 
voting expenses for every 
state and federal election.

Fortunately, the state al-
lows each county to apply 
for the Michigan Depart-
ment of State and Bureau of 
Election Early Voting Im-
plementation Grant.

Berrien County is expect-
ed to receive the grant to 
support a majority of the 
early voting costs on behalf 
of the municipalities. Based 
on the estimated implemen-
tation costs for all 31 juris-
dictions, Berrien County re-
quested about $242,000 for 
the grant.

“We know we’ll receive at 
least 80 percent of the grant 
money,” Loar-Porter said.

With 80 percent of the 
grant awarded, the remain-
ing costs are estimated to be 
about $73,000 for the entire 
county. This would mean 
larger municipalities would 
pay around $7,000, and 
smaller jurisdictions would 
pay less than $1,000.

The three options
Every jurisdiction has 

three options when it comes 
to early voting: conduct 
early voting on their own, 
partner with other munici-
palities or partner with the 
county.

There are a lot of advan-
tages to partnering with the 
county, Loar-Porter said. 
The most apparent being the 
financial aspect.

Berrien County prioritizes 
the money received from the 
grant to municipalities part-
nered with them, she said. 
In fact, the county is able to 
award more grant money to 
each jurisdiction when more 
jurisdictions partner with 
them.

“Most of it is because 
of the one-time costs,” 
Loar-Porter said. “The more 
townships there are to share 
those big-ticket items, the 
more grant money there is 
leftover.”

Additionally, she said the 
county offers a large staff-
ing pool, which makes it 
easier for municipalities to 
find poll workers, election 
inspectors and security.

“I have six precincts, so 
on a big election day I’ll 
have 75 to 80 workers,” 
Loar-Porter said. “That’s 
hard enough to find those 

workers for a day. It would 
be a lot for me to find ad-
ditional or to ask those 80 
workers to work eight hours 
a day for nine days before.”

‘Never dealt with before’
Out of the 31 jurisdictions 

within Berrien County, only 
two have decided to conduct 
early voting on their own 
– Bainbridge and Benton 
townships.

Bainbridge is a small 
township with about 2,200 
registered voters. Accord-
ing to data from the Ber-
rien County Clerk’s Office, 
Bainbridge Township makes 
up only 1.66 percent of all 
the registered voters within 
the county.

Bainbridge Township 
Clerk Patty Hiler-Molter 
said they’ll be able to em-
ploy election workers us-
ing only their current staff 
and some additional trained 

personnel who expressed 
interest. She also said secu-
rity will be implemented the 
same as it is every election.

In contrast, Benton Town-
ship is one of the largest 
municipalities in the county 
with 12,638 registered vot-
ers – making up nearly 10 
percent of all voters in the 
county.

While there are many 
advantages to partnering 
with the county, there are 
also disadvantages. Benton 
Township officials said they 
did not want to hold early 
voting anywhere other than 
their township hall.

“We anticipate problems 
and issues we’ve never dealt 
with before,” Benton Town-
ship Clerk Carolyn Phillips 
said. “And the best way for 
my office to deal with what 
might arise is managing ear-
ly voting at the township 
hall.”

Phillips said she plans to 
reassign some current staff 
to work the election, howev-
er, she also expects to hire 
external poll workers. She 
said security will be han-
dled by the Benton Town-
ship Police Department, as 
well as an outside security 
agency.

Bainbridge and Benton 
townships will hold their 
nine days of early voting at 
their own precincts. But the 
29 other jurisdictions will 
conduct early voting at one 
of the two county polling 
designated locations.

Berrien County has chosen 
polling sites in the southern 
and northern halves of the 
county. The north county 
polling site will be at Lake 
Michigan College’s Todd 
Center, while the southern 
county polling site will be 
at the Niles courthouse.

Loar-Porter said there has 
been hesitation, nervous-
ness and excitement on how 
Michigan’s first experience 
with early voting will play 
out.

“I think the scariest thing 
for all of us clerks is that 
legislation is taking so 
long,” she said. “Like, we 
constitutionally have to 
provide early voting, but 
we have no process for it 
yet because the bills aren’t 
in effect. But I love a new 
challenge and I love this 
kind of stuff. We’re lucky to 
have really good clerks and 
a really strong association 
in Berrien County.”

Contact: rnovak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @rnovakHP

VOTING
From page A1
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Residents can vote early this year at The Todd Center, located on the campus of Lake Michigan 
College in Benton Harbor.
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“I Voted” stickers are handed out as residents vote in 2022.

incident at the scene. He said 
the man was in possession of 
a loaded stolen handgun.

Soulard said besides a 
charge related to the alleged-
ly stolen motor vehicle, po-
lice are seeking charges of 
felonious assault, resisting/
obstructing police, and two 
weapons offenses.

The Berrien County Sher-
iff’s Department was as-
sisted by Benton Township 
police, officers from the 
St. Joseph Public Safety 
Department and Michigan 
State Police.

Soulard said the Berrien 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Mishawaka Police De-
partment will work together 
on the investigation.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 
932-0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

PURSUIT
From page A1

be frozen, Little said the city 
will still get the city income 
taxes from the employees.

City Commissioner Duane 
Seats, who chairs the com-
mittee, said the information 
given to the committee an-
swered all of the questions 
he had from when the com-
mercial rehabilitation district 
was applied for.

However, City Commis-
sioner Juanita Henry said she 
has a problem with giving a 
private company a tax break.

“This is a private compa-
ny that’s been making good 
money since ... 2012,” Hen-
ry said. “Now, I’m assum-
ing that got good practices 
and they’re making money. 
That’s what I’m assuming. I 
may be wrong.”

The RAC plans to upgrade 
the locker rooms and pool 
area and to install new floor 
tiling throughout the spa 
area. A new fire suppression 
sprinkler system would be 
installed so the building is in 
compliance with all building 
codes.

In addition, the shower 
stalls would be equipped 
with updated privacy parti-
tions, benches and doors.

The parking lot would also 
be repaired and a water foun-
tain would be added to the 
football field. The work is 
expected to take four to six 
months to complete, accord-
ing to information from the 
RAC.

Seats said the resolution 
will be sent to the full city 
commission for consider-
ation.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 
932-0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

RAC
From page A1

Power to the people? 
Only half have the right 
to propose and pass laws
By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press

Voters in Maine will be de-
ciding a question in Novem-
ber about whether indepen-
dent automobile repair shops 
should have access to the 
same diagnostic technology 
as dealerships.

In Ohio, voters will be set-
tling a pair of more personal 
questions – whether to create 
a constitutional right to abor-
tion and legalize recreational 
marijuana.

They are the latest of nearly 
2,700 issues decided by vot-
ers over the past 125 years 
after citizens petitioned to 
place proposed laws or con-
stitutional amendments on 
a statewide ballot. But that 
outburst of direct democracy 
has been limited to just half 
the states.

When it comes to the pow-
er of the people, the nation 
stands divided.

About 165 million people 
live in 25 states with active 
citizen initiative or referen-
dum provisions, which let 
residents bypass the legis-
lature to amend the consti-
tution, enact laws or repeal 
those passed by elected of-
ficials. About 167 million 
people live in 25 other states 
where such direct democracy 
is not currently an option.

“In states where it exists, 
it’s pretty vibrant, and it’s a 
well-accepted form of Amer-
ican democracy – voters 
like it,” said John Matsusa-
ka, executive director of the 
Initiative and Referendum 
Institute at the University of 
Southern California. “But it 
was a reform that didn’t get 
quite as far as proponents 
were hoping.”

Progressive push
After South Dakota voters 

approved an initiative and 
referendum process in 1898, 
other states quickly followed 
suit. By 1918, a total of 22 
states had adopted some 
method for citizens to initi-
ate laws and constitutional 
amendments or to force ref-
erendums on laws passed by 
the legislature.

The progressive political 
era was a driving force for 
the movement, and most 
states that embraced it were 
west of the Mississippi Riv-
er. But their geography was 
not necessarily the impetus.

A study led by University 
of Florida political scientist 
Daniel Smith found that leg-
islatures with close political 
divisions and weaker party 
organizations were more 
likely to try to appeal to vot-
ers by proposing to give peo-
ple the power to make their 
own laws.

“The economic and polit-
ical transformation that was 
going on then gave us this 
sort of free-wheeling ini-
tiative process,” said Todd 

Donovan, a political science 
professor at Western Wash-
ington University. “Then 
that movement kind of ended 
around the 1920s.”

Republican pushback
Republican-led legisla-

tures in Arizona, Arkansas, 
Ohio and South Dakota all 
recently placed measures on 
the ballot seeking to make 
it harder to approve future 
initiatives by raising the vote 
threshold needed to pass 
them. Voters rejected most 
of those proposals, though an 
Arizona measure to require a 
60 percent vote for future tax 
increases passed with less 
than 51 percent of the vote.

The recent measures led 
to a perception that Repub-
licans are increasingly at-
tacking direct democracy. 
But that’s not entirely true, 
according to new research by 
Matsusaka.

The number of ballot mea-
sures seeking to restrict the 
initiative and referendum 
process dipped in 2016 and 
has since risen. Yet it’s not 
much different than during 
the previous decades, Mat-
susaka concluded. Measures 
seeking to restrict direct de-
mocracy peaked from 1995 
to 2004 but significantly 
outpaced those seeking to 
expand direct democracy 
throughout the entire period 
of 1960 through 2022.

Since 1960, Republi-
can-led legislatures have 
placed on the ballot more 
than three times as many 
measures seeking to restrict 
the initiative and referendum 
process as Democratic-led 
legislatures, according to 
Matsusaka’s research. Since 
the turn of this century in 
particular, legislatures with 
divided control or Demo-
cratic majorities generally 
pulled back from measures 
restricting direct democracy 
while Republican-led legis-
latures continued churning 
them out.

In many cases, Republican 
legislative efforts to restrict 
citizen initiatives arose as a 
backlash to specific initia-
tives they opposed, such as 
the abortion-rights measure 
appearing on Ohio’s Novem-
ber ballot.

Growing success
From the initiative’s origins 

through last year, petitioners 
in 24 states placed 2,683 pro-
posed laws and constitution-
al amendments on the ballot, 
winning voter approval for 
42 percent of them, accord-
ing to data from the Initiative 
and Referendum Institute.

The success rate has been 
greater recently. From 2010 
through 2019, voters ap-
proved 51 percent of cit-
izen-initiated proposals. 
During the past three years, 
voters approved two-thirds of 
the 71 initiatives on the ballot.

The AP on condition of an-
onymity.

Card, 40, of Bowdoin, 
Maine, was a U.S. Army 
reservist who underwent a 
mental health evaluation in 
mid-July after he began act-
ing erratically during train-
ing, a U.S. official told The 
Associated Press.

Card had been sought since 
the Wednesday night shoot-
ings, and murder warrants 
were issued against him.

A bulletin sent to police 
across the country shortly 
after the attack said Card had 
been committed to a mental 
health facility for two weeks 
this past summer after “hear-
ing voices and threats to 
shoot up” a military base.

A U.S. official said Card 
was training with the Army 
Reserve’s 3rd Battalion, 
304th Infantry Regiment in 
West Point, New York, when 
commanders became con-
cerned about him.

State police took Card to 
the Keller Army Commu-
nity Hospital at West Point 
for evaluation, according to 
the official, who was not au-
thorized to publicly discuss 
the information and spoke 
to The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity

Authorities had scoured the 
woods and hundreds of acres 
of family-owned property, 
sent dive teams with sonar 
to the bottom of a river and 
scrutinized a possible sui-
cide note Friday in the sec-
ond day of their intensive 
search for Card.

Authorities lifted their 
shelter in place order Friday 
evening, nearly 48 hours af-
ter the shootings.

The names and pictures of 
the 16 males and 2 females 
who died were released as 
State Public Safety Com-
missioner Mike Sauschuck 
asked for a moment of si-
lence at a news conference. 
Their ages ranged from 14 

to 76.
Law enforcement officials 

had said they hadn’t seen 
suspect Card since his vehi-
cle was left at a boat ramp 
Wednesday shortly after the 
shootings.

Authorities say Card, 
who had firearms training, 
opened fire at the bar and a 
bowling alley Wednesday 
in Lewiston, Maine’s sec-
ond-largest city.

The city held an online 
vigil Friday night with local 
clergy members, prayer and 
music. Residents expressed 
their shock and pain in chat 
postings, describing them-
selves as angry, grieving, 
tired and heartbroken. Those 
watching at home were 
urged to light candles.

One poster, Victoria, wrote: 
“I lost 2 people that I cared 
truly about and a close fam-
ily friend that is currently 
fighting for his life in ICU. 
My heart’s shattered.”

Police and other law en-
forcement officers were 
spotted in several areas 
around the region on Friday. 
Divers searched the water 
near a boat launch in Lis-
bon, and a farming business 
in the same town. At points 
throughout the day, police 
vehicles were seen speeding 
through several towns, lights 
flashing and sirens blaring.

A gun was found in Card’s 
car, which was discovered 
at a boat ramp, and feder-
al agents were testing it to 
determine if it was used in 
the shooting, two law en-
forcement officials told The 
Associated Press. The offi-
cials were not authorized to 
publicly discuss details of 
the investigation and spoke 
to the AP on the condition of 
anonymity. Authorities have 

said publicly that the shooter 
used at least one rifle. They 
have not released any other 
details, including how the 
suspect obtained the firearm.

Authorities found a suicide 
note at a home associated 
with Card on Thursday that 
was addressed to his son, 
the law enforcement offi-
cials said. They said it didn’t 
provide any specific motive 
for the shooting. Authorities 
also recovered Card’s cell-
phone in the home, making 
a search more complicated 
because authorities routinely 
use phones to track suspects, 
the officials said.

Federal agents conducted 
several searches of proper-
ties associated with Card 
on Thursday, collecting a 
number of items, includ-
ing electronics, the officials 
said. Investigators are also 
analyzing Card’s financial 
information and reviewing 
his social media posts, writ-
ings and his mental health 
history, they said.

The Cards have lived in 
Bowdoin for generations, 
neighbors said, and various 
members of the family own 
hundreds of acres in the 
area. The family owned the 
local sawmill and years ago 
donated the land for a local 
church.

“This is his stomping 
ground,” Richard Goddard, 
who lives on the road where 
a search took place on Thurs-
day, said of the suspect. “He 
knows every ledge to hide 
behind, every thicket.”

Family members of Card 
told federal investigators that 
he had recently discussed 
hearing voices and became 
more focused on the bowl-
ing alley and bar, according 
to the law enforcement offi-

cials who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. When he was 
hospitalized in July in New 
York, Card had told military 
officials he had been hearing 
voices and said he wanted to 
harm other soldiers, the offi-
cials said.

Police said Thursday that 
Card would be charged with 
18 counts of murder.

The victims of the shoot-
ings include Bob Violette, 
76, a retiree who was coach-
ing a youth bowling league 
and was described as de-
voted, approachable and 
kind. Auburn City Council-
or Leroy Walker told news 
outlets that his son, Joe, a 
manager at the bar and grill, 
died going after the shooter 
with a butcher knife. Peyton 
Brewer-Ross was a dedi-
cated pipefitter at Bath Iron 
Works whose death leaves 
a gaping void in the lives of 
his partner, young daughter 
and friends, members of his 
union said.

The manager of the youth 
bowling league vowed that 
the league would survive 
despite the devastating grief 
members were feeling.

The Maine Educational 
Center for the Deaf said the 
shootings killed at least four 
members of their communi-
ty, many of whom were ar-
dent advocates for the deaf 
and hard of hearing.

The attacks stunned a state 
of only 1.3 million people 
that has one of the country’s 
lowest homicide rates: 29 
killings in all of 2022. Gov. 
Janet Mills said Friday that 
many Maine residents will 
know someone who died.

“It is often said that our 
state is ‘one big, small town’ 
because Maine is such a 
close-knit community. As a 
result, many of us know the 
victims personally, including 
me,” she said in a statement. 
“Tonight, I ask Maine people 
to join me in reading their 
stories, learning who they 
were, celebrating them as 
beloved people, and mourn-
ing them as irreplaceable.”

SHOOTER
From page A1

“Tonight, I ask Maine people to join me in reading their 
stories, learning who they were, celebrating them as 
beloved people, and mourning them as irreplaceable.”

JANET MILLS
Maine Governor


