
 

 

      

   PUBLIC SAFETY MILLAGE:  Police, fire fighters and ambulance services save lives,  
protect property and help educate the public regarding personal and community-safety and crime prevention.   
 
St. Joseph Charter Township maintains its own police department, two on-call fire departments and utilizes Medic 1 for 
ambulance service.   
         
It is important for police and fire personnel to be trained and equipped to bring the highest level of safety to St. Joseph 

Charter Township residents.  Over the last 19 years our police and fire departments have implemented new training and 

technology with numerous items to include in-car video cameras, body cameras, Tasers, mobile finger print identification, 

in car computers, JAWs of life, air packs, thermal imagers, and decontamination equipment all of which contribute to the 

wellbeing of our community. 

St. Joseph Charter Township’s 2018 crime clearance rate (number of crimes solved) over the last ten years is 62.68%; well 

above the State of Michigan average of 37.3% and also the U.S. average of 31.6%. 

Michigan crime rate statistics show a drop in violent crime within the Township from 2013 through 2017 with an average 

annual decline of 21%.  The 2017 State of Michigan violent crime rate was 5.5 times higher than St. Joseph Charter 

Township and the U.S. violent crime rate was 6.3 times higher. 

Insurance companies use an ISO rating (fire insurance rating) to determine homeowners and property insurance premiums.  

Fire departments with reliable equipment and staff assist in keeping homeowner’s property insurance premiums lower 

through higher ISO ratings.  The better the Township’s ISO rating the lower the premium for homeowners.  It is our goal to 

maintain the Township’s current ISO rating of 5, an excellent rating for an on-call/part time fire department.  It is critical 

that we provide our firefighters with the equipment and training needed to maintain this outstanding ISO rating. 

The current Public Safety millage will expire December 31, 2020, with the final tax being collected on your winter property 

tax bill in 2020.  Tax dollars generated from this millage totally support the day to day operations for St. Joseph Charter 

Township’s police department, two fire departments and the use of Medic 1 ambulance services.  (a separate .3 millage is 

designated for purchasing fire trucks)  A Public Safety millage has allowed and will continue to allow the Township to 

sustain funding for ambulance service, and police and fire departments at a level that permits the training and technology 

necessary to maintain the safety and wellbeing of our Township residents and their property. 

Inflation and cost of living increases have caused operation costs for St. Joseph Charter Township’s Public Safety to increase 

annually by an average of 3% over the last 11 years.   

Next year it will be 20 years since the Township has asked residents to increase the Public Safety millage.  Public Safety 

costs have increased, however due to the Headlee Rollback, the Township’s Public Safety millage has decreased from the 

original 4.5 mills to the current 4.3870 mills.  The current annual millage collection does not cover annual expenses.    

With the upcoming expiration of the current millage the Township Board is requesting a Public Safety millage of 6 mills for 5 

years to replace the expiring millage.  The Township plans to run this ballot proposal on the March 10th, 2020 ballot.  If 

approved, collection of this millage will begin on your winter property tax bill in 2021.  The millage will generate 

approximately $2,607,000 in one year.   

If the new millage is approved by voters, how much will my tax bill increase?  The Public Safety millage proposal calls for 

levying a dedicated millage of 6 mills for the next 5 years.  Going forward the difference between the new 6 mills and the 

expiring millage of 4.3870 will be 1.613 mills.    In other words, your tax bill could increase up to 1.613 per $1,000 of the 

taxable value of your property.  For Example, a homeowner with a taxable value of $100,000 would see an increase of 

$161.30 annually. 


