Southwest Michigan Regional Airport (SWMRA) (KBEH) - 
A Critical Asset for Health, Safety, Education & Economic Growth

Southwest Michigan Regional Airport (KBEH) is a locally governed, community-focused asset whose vital infrastructure supports lifesaving medical care, emergency response, education & training and regional economic growth every day.

✈️ A Lifeline for Healthcare
When minutes matter, KBEH makes the difference:
· Air ambulance transport to major trauma centers 
· Organ transport ensuring lifesaving transplants happen on time
· Delivery of critical supplies including blood, medications, and equipment
These missions can happen around the clock and directly improve patient outcomes across our region.

🚨 Critical Emergency Infrastructure
As part of the Region 5 Healthcare Coalition, Southwest Michigan Regional Airport supports coordinated disaster and public health response.
· Staging and distribution of emergency supplies
· Access point for state & federal response aircraft
· U.S. Coast Guard search & rescue operations on Lake Michigan
· Damage assessment flights after storms and disasters
· Maintains continuity of operations when roads or infrastructure fail

🎓 Supporting Education & Workforce Development
Southwest Michigan Regional Airport plays an active role in developing the next generation of aviation, engineering, maintenance, emergency services and public service professionals:
· Supports aviation education programs at Countryside Academy and Berrien RESA, providing students with exposure to aviation careers and hands-on learning opportunities
· Partners with the Civil Air Patrol, helping youth build skills in leadership, aerospace education, and emergency response
· Certified Flight Instructors offer training in a real-world learning environment that connects education with practical experience
By investing in education and training, KBEH helps build a skilled local workforce and inspires future careers that strengthen our region.


📈 Driving Economic Development
Airports are a proven competitive advantage, Southwest Michigan Regional Airport is no exception:
· Supports 30+ companies and 10,000+ jobs
· Serves major employers like Whirlpool Corporation
· Enables business travel, logistics, and corporate investment
· Strengthens our ability to attract and retain new businesses
Communities with strong aviation infrastructure grow faster and compete better.

💰 A Smart Community Investment
· Over 80% of operating costs are covered by airport users
· Supporting the airport costs a homeowner $20 per year for a $400,000 home (SEV $200,000) 

✅ What’s Needed Now
A 10-year millage renewal is on the ballot this August to sustain operations and ensure continued service.

🤝 How You Can Help
Become a Friend of the Airport:
· ✅ Make a financial contribution to support community outreach, education, and advocacy efforts for the airport
· ✅ Allow your organization’s name to be publicly listed in support
· ✅ Provide a brief letter endorsing the millage renewal

Why It Matters
Southwest Michigan Regional Airport is
· Public safety infrastructure
· A healthcare lifeline
· A supporter of education and training
· An economic driver for growth and jobs
· A cornerstone of regional resilience
Your support helps ensure Southwest Michigan remains safe, connected, and competitive.

Contact:  Friends of the Airport Leadership Committee
Airportfriends@___________________

