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UPDATE

AUGUST 2017 Ergg R P
N A © > o | pt + i
Your Township Bdl | Z2d pC Nbn° Il ¢ é RagerSéely,{Sapgrvisor
Supervisor..é.édgé....Roger Seely
Clerk .. 6¢é...€é¢g....¢éPatrice Rose
Treasurer..... é.|¥ou were pawdbabhy surprised to see t
Trustee. .. ...... daéeéad éi n. Eydoulernymailbox today. Townshi
Trustee......... per -$$ 0% 59mc'\’b|‘nb|kn]?|'n this newslette
P“Stee """"" surfacedee%t .Rto T""uBbYsh assessment p
rustee. . .. .. ..o 00T, ssg HahlnI b . . .
Manager ééé eeeDe,]uneCOTke Wl e revisiting t
Ot her Township O?flClrFs Pl(aase see pages 9, 10 and
Building I nspectlor é ee.Troy Gano
Ordinance Of fi cqrk . . Troy Gano
Assessorééeée. .. Sue Rice
Chief of Police . slel jn % *ReW R3%%s we will be movVvi ng
, _ sout hwest Michigan. When the | eaves
Township Meetings be bagged in |large brown paper yard
GT%W”mSh'lpstBoM"’(‘)rn%I°db§’lLbsdeﬁmsfr?trhd Wastebo. Plastic bags
(Boar d Workshop?ao[u?)&zoov%n gfoonr}talner and | abel i t4,6 30r
Pl anning Commissi o
6: 30 .om. 2Maln tThuleys d a Bi ) ) )
P >8 |ys dlfflculttothlnk ahead to wi
Zoning Board t 1 eal b K b ut | d |
7 p.m. >nd \Aesdne da oh summer rea u we Wo u
( As Requestarde}mlnders. 1'%
MEETI NGS ARE HEL T H e
oSS AR MRS N OWB I Owl siBET (St. Joseph Charter To
OPEN TO THE pPUBOIagds are plowed by the BCRC (Berrie
Township HOU'(J\/I?chigan_Department of Transportat.i
The Township Ha[]nly@:ope}./lllage of Shoreham roads ar
MondByi day the Village Council. The Road Commi
8 a.m. to 5|prmmary roads are opened for emergen
opened to |ink primary roads; 3) sub

mary and secondary roads are stabildi

Remember :

inform r

1. Pl an ahead. When bad weather |
flashlights, batteries and any ot
2. Prepare your vehicle by maintal
i res. Carry flares, blankets, ¢

o sBaaEr |0y

esid may need i f you sh
JoSeph Chh .atyeroﬁoﬁ/nsthh,e roads i f a snow e

e aryicles sfhofued yweand al so the safety o

nage’™ oOonly lightweight aluminum or f
the road edge.

5.D0 not run portable generators in

ators give off deadly carbon monoxide in enclosed places.

Have a safe autumn and winter a
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FROM THE CLERK- Elections Patrice Rose, Clerk

Novemb'ddl e7/ction I nformation: Polls open at 7 a.m. and
Lakeshore Public Schools Millage El ection: November 7, 20
Vot er Registration Last Day to Register: October 10, 2017
Voting Precinct: St. Joseph Township Hall, 3000 Washingt

New Life Church, 3265 S. Cleveland Avenue

A request has been submitted to Berrien County to consol:
guest is granted, all wvoting wil!/l be at the Township Hall
notified by mail. Pl ease be certain of your voting |l ocat
I f you have not already registered to v-ohefoyomucmaybdof sa
Towns hi-pi twewat sj cundderegpar t ment s/ El.ecYtoiuo nmsa/yFoarlnsso r egi ster
Secretary of State office, or at the St. Joseph Township
the Township Hall, you will be asked to present a picture
Absentee Voting:
You may vote by absentee ballot if you:
A Expect to be absent from the community in which you are
El ection Day.
A Are physically unable to attend the polls without the a
A Cannot attend the polls because of the tenets of your r
A Have been appointed an election precinct inspector in a
A Are 60 years of age or ol der.
A Cannot attend the polls because of confinement in jail
Anyone meeting the criteria may obtain an application for
A Letter
A Post card
A Federal Post Card Application (NOTE: This is restricte
dependents; members of the Merchant Marines and their sp
or traveling outside of the territorial l'imits of the Un
A I'n person at the Townswww. Cjl @atmldEseot i boe/ 6or mel Abseat ee
catjohill out the application, and mail it to the St. Jo
Oubft own coll ege student s:
I f you registered to -tviome ‘oot era,i |y an daraa enat fdlrlsawed t o r
identification is provided in person to the clerkds offic
Oof fice and they will confirm your identity for us. Once vy
tion wild!l be sent to the address requested.
Pl ease Not e
According to Michigan El ection Law, effective March 27, 2
at the clerkés office, the voter Afd irdaguitr e@ed tVotpere sneont ia
ture |l dehoifmi cht sbed below are the acceptable forms of ph
pired

A Michigan driverdéds |icense or Michigan personal I D

A Driverdos license or personal I D card issued by anot!l

A Feder al or sitsastuee dg opvheortnomelny

A U.S. passport

A Military identification card with photo

A Student identification with photo from a high school

A Tribal identification with photo
Absentee ballots returned via the United States Postal Se
also drop them off in peonsosl|latp themTownshiepaHalklrhours dr
front entrance door at the Township hall. Pl ease remember

Day to be counted
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FROM THE CLERKc¢ontinued

Frequently asked questions:

Q. Who is allowed to return an n
APersons who may return an abs

who has been asked to return t
ot 4) a person whose job n
5) an authorized election
he Bureau of Electionds defin
tdraw, -ishoanw, daiudyhtwer grandparent,

ball ot or an abse
e ballot are limited to

3) a person residi

cludes the handl in
aavf, imiohdadvir a tbe aftadwairl y
rrgrandchil d.)

Q. I am the Power of Attorney for a voter. May | sign the
|l ot envelope?

A.No. Election | aw does not all ow
ball ot envelope. I f the voter is
nature |ine as able or the State
person providing assistance must

e but the voter
y unable to si
s the use of S
the portion of

I
w

I am on the Permanent Absentee Voter List. Why do | nee
ch election?

l ection | aw re ires a written request for absentee ball
me as voting a regular precinct; each time you vot e,
ec has an August Primary and a November Ge
st I

application that covers both the Prin

tion year t
are sent a

How much wil/| it cost to return my Absentee Ball ot by n
.Cost to return ballots is dependent on the ballot size. |
he election) we can determine the cost.

Wh at is the deadline
mu s t be
ect
e v

o]

absentee ball ot
application mu:
s open on th
o 4:00 p. m.
ve the office
bl ement or 2)
I are open on EI €
y for an absentee
cessed on our comg
n i ssuing a BHallc
I
y
f
0

r requesting a

by mail, the
wnship offic
on anyti me u
ermitted to
) personal d
me the pol s

-
—*
>
—

)
o
o
R
>, O

d
T a
r C

X O
— ® O ®d® =
—

ot
e
t
h

=)

i

0
t
r
h

_.,
5 T~ c o
> O ™

Q —O O SCc TS n T/
-~ T R),T WO

S ® ®O®® O

I
h
e
f
0
i
a

— o ®® 3> DO T
—

— T T~ O

nw ®© =

X o

—
® oo
—
-
DDO< O® T ODO”

y busy with prepa
ou wi l I need an a

will greatly aprg
r to an election.

®D® DT T 0D —"Q

~Daom®—unw—"s

a
r
hat
(S

2~"T " >3O0 TTO >O
C TSS9SO

Q ®O0 > Tw

T oc

n —
— DY O ODO® IS —W!m
—

T 00T wnw<

®> X0~ ——
=
o
s
oono ST —Qa
—oa-~

~sS5sTOWO
S5 Q
QD
=)

® DO D
>
o x-

n
75 days pri

m
@
o
o

e dedicated workers that of fer thei
ndividuals and would |ike to encour

C Qo0
® — =
® »n

=
D
oo

Q o —
= — =3

< T T

t .
l ection worker if:
d or older and a registered voter in

-h8Beyddrs of age (Parent/ School permission required)
complete an application and submit it to the clerk
attend training (You wil!/ receive pay for training 8
have never been convicted of a felony or election c¢r
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Pade UPDA®Eugust 20

BUILDING DEPARTMENT o Troy Gano, Building Inspector
Everyone is trying to wrap up those outdoc
ber homeowners t hatr omofsitn gp,r orjeepcltasc i snugc hwiansd
replacing decks or fences, etc. al | requit
be pulling the per mit. You, as a homeowne
but you must be aware that you wil/| have t
and zoning. Il f you pull a permit and hire
l' iability of the project, this iIs why we ¢
sponsi bil it

Thank you, and have a safe rest of the ye:

have any questions or concerns fedPB7T02e

ORDINANCE DEPARTMENT Troy Gano, Ordinance Enforcement

As we approach the Fall, |l eaves will be coming d
a reminder all approved yard waste containers ne
regular trash day. | f we all do our part to keep
Vi sitors passing t hrafutgdhr wdad mmkreietpy . us as a sough

S Y20S Ayilu2 Fritz S KIFEIGS | FS6 NBYAYRSNAY
Ad y2 O0dzNYyAYy3a 2F &I NR gl & S 'Iftff 2 ¢8I RISAAY Y{dix
NES ONRBgy LI LISNIoOolFIa 2N LXFOSR Ay O2yial Ay
fS F2NJ FNBS Ay 2dzNJ 2YOSu o 2dz YI & SAGKS
e 5dhmdarra@a®ft onco

5

0 20SNJ OdzNDHIAARSE (ISIH{T (28 IOBRIAY AWdAadit DS+ A ¢ |
zZA4S LX Faa 0O ot@RSR T2 IR B /HNIKCSTa23N oD SHaR SHA
GKS YIOKAYSNE dzaSR G2 Gdz2NYy GKS O2YLRA

=

dzNJ LINR LISNI & Y 2% SR dz yaRA £ Sok S/
OS YR AF GKSNB Aa y2 O0O2YLXA
2 gAtft o0fNNAO2A AFRIR DS FHEI QRS
y 82dzNJ 6AYGSNI LINPLISNII & GFE oOAff
BlrasS 22dN] XaPWUKt ¥FRSROSHRE &L EDSY
G KFNDB2NIF ISsS ¢ KAOKRIAZNRA YK S| 210K |

1+SKAOf Sax OF YLISNBEXE GNXAftSNAXZ SiOd ai2NBR 2y &2d
FYRE AF Y20i2NRT SR OFLIotS 2F Y2@Ay3d dzy RSN G KSA
A02NBR Ay @2dzNJ 3FNF3IS 2N 20aAGSo

1523 olOMlyeyH2dzat e A& RSSYSR | ydz)\élyéé ' YR LINE KA
YSIENI GKSANI LINPLISNI @ FYyR | NBFazylotS FY2dzyd Aa
vdzSaeo2y&KaSn@r iowec P2 S KI S FyasSNEH
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PARKS / PUBLIC WORKS Dave Rindfield, Director

Par Ksownship parks officially close November 1st
rooms wi l | be closed by the second week in ock ob
ter, vehicles and snowmobiles ar-eounontrgnl §bwe i n
We will continue to take reservations for thefpa
for 2018 on January 2nd Pavilions may be rese
Sewdhe Township owns and maintains roughly 64 m
cleaning grant that will consist of c¢cleaning and
tracted with Corby Energy Services They will s
mont hs to compl ete. During this time please b
sewers are in the middle of the road. We wil/| be
area, and Corby wil/ al so be putting out door h
Di sposabl e wipes continue to be a problem in our
getting caught in the pumps, and Rlaaass en gr anag ke rd
thing that should be flushed down the t @l ' i s
The Township has installed Permanent Generators
will help considerably when we have many big sto
Wat eThe Township has had many volunteers paintir
gentl eman who is an Eagle Scout. Any person or
l et us know as we wil |l be starting again in the
Storm Water/ Wat er $hhsetd aMacenai ghe me nwe all have
tion of the surface water runoff to the rivers a
township hall showing how to prevent pollution t
BERRIEN COUNTY RECYCLING EVENTS

The Berrien County Parks Department has two Rec
Saturday, September 23 from 9:00am to 1:00 ppn fo
County Par k, 101 Broad Street, (bel ow the Dbl pfif)
Saturday, October 14 from 8: 00 am to 12:00 npon
ding at the Southeast Berrien County Landfil Re
Household Chemicals accepted: Ho me, garden pand
garden chemical s, anbtasferde epzaei,n tg,a svoarinnies,h ,s thaoi ups, e ho
paint thinner, unwanted pills and other medi at.i
cent | ight bulbs and tubes, -lpbhoptroo pcahneemiccyallisn,d]eproso.
way sealer & more.

El ectroni cs: Unwanted equi pment that has a ford
monitor fee), televisions ($20/ TV fee), telephon
conditioner s, DvD/ VCR pl ayers, power tool s, l e hu
For more information contact-9®82rIrl en8 XZo4unary Par k
j adams@berriencounty. org.
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not°1 ™ N Dave Vonk, Treasurer
5hD [L/9b{9{ 2L[[ .9 !'!x!lL[!.[9 Chw t!'w/1!1{9 !¢ ¢lI
tfSIFaS ONAYy3I gA0GK &2dz GKS ySg tA0SyasS T2N¥VLTKEGE @Mmitt
SELANB 6AGKAY G(KS ySEG on RFeé&a oft221 i GKS @I OOAYL
dGwlk 6ASa £ OOA yWwrhat2 yJS/GSNRAY/D INBS ENBOOSA LI aK2gAy3d GKIG &2
OSNbUOIFGS GKFG S ySSR (12 02Lk 2yi2 (GKS ySg tA0Syas
AY aAOKA3IlLY 0STF2NB> @2dz a! {¢ ONAy3a AYy (KS NrorASa @
cSSa IINB 2y GKS FTNRydG 2F GKS tAO0OSyasS FT2N¥ GKIG ¢S 28AKES
ar3ay 2SS 4SS Ylye LS2LXS 61ft1 Ay YR 2dzi 2F KSNB Hdelidik
L2ASR (2 32S@FYViKBOORY ff & NO {K2dzf R @2dzNJ R23 SaO0l LIS &2dzNJ
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,hiw 21Lb¢ow twhtowe, ¢! - . L[[ 5}wLbD ¢19 CLw{¢ 299Y hC
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R2 2dziaARS 2F GK2&a3 OKAEFG kS A& S fladevezE § Anba/G 5H i A% 3 ® WBa&E S MING
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GKS RIF(iSa A1 ®2RREPARI Gt OO WMAAZQERBWGS S OKSO] G2 YIS adz
[AYS 1w 6GKS 4[S3IHE [AySé0 Y& (QK yilESAFEESY QISKESD SN2 dzK 6 NF 62
Ay OFrasS 2F I O2ybAl0iG 06SGeSSy (KS (g2 LT GKSNB [Agad | |
G2 LIe t+rdsS ¥SSao
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26S BBBENERQ (FESa® 52y Qi gl Al dzyef AGQa (22 f1GS FyR @&:;

vdzSadas2ya 2y GKI G &2dz L3 oAGRDA2END 603K SHPKD NS (2Q@IA fy § G+ D O2dzy i T
dzlLJs FyR @2dz KIF @S dzyt AYAGSR 1 00Saa (2 &2 dANINRINE SN & II0ELF &
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ASSESSING DEPARTMENT Sue Rice, Assessor

Fal | is here and it has been a busy year with many h
those homeowners, please rememb®whmhdr vRay piem cMind higga
tion is doinvweh eotnh etrh altQthamire LM &®I0%e wi | | be added to your
2018 Whenever a building permit is applied for, th
and this also is true when a demolition permit is fi
that any changes you make (or have made in the past)
information fhTahdvefibohamy fhfesmation i s not current,
Doing work without gettifipetmietpraperyoper mvag 06 Kn-o-
pl umbing and mechanical components of your new const

ing to hawvdeonehebewoauwks e eof faulty work costs you mor e.

As of this date there have been 100+ propeCANNO@BbES
l aw, | ower your Assessed Value to 50% of purchlasreg®ph
sal e. That is called Achasing salesodo and it is not
Assessed and/ or Taxable Value | owered you must submi
them to consider your predediimqp.paiPhtysircapl| adiemg calircpe
furnace and/or air conditiomirrgnonewuwifnadowst icaea.sec
are considered nor mal repair and maintenance. But
paint, paper, dboakarpettogesrebbwiagcthe condition a
peal to the March Board of Review, you have evidence
As al ways, if you ever have gquestions re9a8@8va2g your
ST. JOSEPH TOWNSHIP POLICE / PUBLIC SAFETY Ross Bates, Chief of Police

TIPS FOR PREVENTI NG CRI ME I N YOUR NEI GHBO
Pl ace bicycles, toys, and items of value
When vehicl es ar el opcakr kdeodo risn adnrd vreewnaoyvse v
Secure house doors, windows, and garage
Utilize timer |l ights and outdoor securit

Keep bushes and shrubs around windows tr

Avoid placing an extra key in obvious hi
l nvest in a home security system.
Become familiar with people and vehicles

Consider becoming part of a Neighborhood

Il f you see something, say something. Re
Pol i ce Department .-9830%e0nt rAadimi Di42{B®E BA N :0 n2
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PLANNING COMMISSION

St. Joseph Charter Township passed a big milesto
2017 Master Pl an. Many township residents as we
Master Plan with the guidance of Wi ghtman and As
that have zoning authority have a master | and us
should be reviewed every five years to make sure
pl ementation gui de. Areas to be addressed inclu
eas/ recreation, and economic development. The PI
ment ation goals. A pdf copy of the plhanpcdan be d
WWw. sj.ct . org

Anot her recent action for the township is involyv
gr am. The township manager and two members of t
May and June, sponsored by the Michigan Economic
RRC certification by going through an analysis a
ensures that the community is ready to work with
provide support to qualifying communities.

A transportation study is underway to combine th
with expanded services and greater efficiency.
the Sout hwest Michigan Planning Commi ssi on. A s
Corri dmot iNminzed study. A planning/engineering f
t ween the St.-9QHowepth Rihwergoand olf I mproving pedes
l ic transportation options may al so be included.
mittees for both studies. There wil/ be opportu
ing mont hs.

Need Help? Call 2-1-1

'YAOGSR 2@ 2F {12dzidw $ald aAOKAIIl Y

9PSNE K2dzNJ 2F SOSNE RlIésX a2YS2yS ySSRa KSft Lo 2 K S KM A G Q2
Ad KOMB ®D2YVYzyAlie NBA2dz2NOS | ROA&A2NA LINPDARS @2dz 6AGK AYTF2N
.Sad 27 rttzr AGQa a Sraéewmm@ LIAO|IAY3I dzlJ 82dzNJ LIK2yS | yHR RAL
| 2dzA A Y IKYQKSNEASWDE {KSTGSNE [2¢6 LyO2YS | 2dzaAy3s ¢NIyYyaAs2yl ¢
C22R YR | 2dzE88Rf RIy88R®B &> 120G aSlrtax 2L/ /f20KAY3AT HAl L
OYLX 2898yl 28YSy il t NBLXk! aaAa0lyOSs CAYFYOAlLf LYF2NYIa2yk9Rc
CAYlLYyOAlL ! baadadl ¥®FadGl yOST wSyidlt 5SLIR2ard !'aaradlyoSy wsSy
| SFf a0t MAWENE /FNBZ 5Sydtt /FNBZ | SHfiGK 9RdzOFs2y t NRPANJ YaZ
1 6dzaS t NPINF YAZ / NRAAA LYGSNBSye2y 120GtAySas DSYSNIf /]2 dzy:
¢CN VAL NBDBRYCNI yaLR2 NIl oa2y>S aSRAOFE ¢NIyaLR2NIloa2y
+SGSNIYys 9fRSNIe& FyR 5Aalo0fSR tSNaA2Yy wSaz2dNDSa

bSSR | Sf-iK A A
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RUBBISH FUND

St. Joseph Charter Township has been providing t
Rubbish Fund was established with an annual mil
pose of the fund was to pay the rubbish coll ecti
pated rising costs for this service

I n recent years recycling and yard waste pickup
hoods. Fifty years | ater our Rubbish Fund is no
depl eted ver the | ast several years.

The provider of the township trash collection se
sonable costs for this service Best Way is the
tracted services and, as such, the township has
terms of rubbish collection costs. Other townshi
contract with any of three trash hauling compani
ferent trash pickups may occur each week in any
on the streets and creating a much higher freque
hoods

The SJCT Board of Trustees thoughtfully consider
rubbish service for our residents. One option c
current 1.5 mil s. Anot her option is to create a
rubbish collection for trash services. Even wit
bish collection services remain well bel ow the ¢
continuing to be a high value for our residents.
The Board of Trustees believes that the best app
assessment will be $18. 00 PER YEAR -ftamially Ipowpien
nomrofit users of the rubbish collection service
future cost changes in the rubbish collection se
for the benefit of the township.

The township board negotiates a contract with Be
township board explored contracting with the oth
the proper | evel of equipment (number of trash h
Way remained the most competitive trash hauling

On the following pagekgduqwebkblti bnseddif segssnnigyt
Mi | |l age approaches to finding a remedy for the

-

| £ f26SBHINBNRNOK2 dzNA K| BS g T2
TYon LIOYOD 2y ¢waN$Fa|)\é?zsym@u @p i 2
LI NBOALI 0S NP FaiSR G2 L2 NI

aArayl t-z@&ﬁﬁ@ﬁ@nq:
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Speci al Assessment vs. Mi | | a
1. The proposed assessment notice that was ser
amount of $18.00. How often would that amou

The $18. 00 assessment would occur once a year

2. Il n the case of a special assessment, does ¢
Yes. Costs eligible to be recovered through
equally between those required to pay).

3. I n the case of a millage, does every taxabl
No. Each parcel that receives a property tax

value of the property.

4 . Property taxes can be claimed for a tax cr e
tax credit?

No. Special assessments cannot be included i

5. Woul d a voted millage remain the same each
A voted millage would be subject to Headl ee e
curred in 1978) and, therefore, could be rol
$$6s collected for that millage.

6 . Since 2010 how many Headlee roll backs have
Two. One in 2016 and the other in 2017.

7. Woul d the special assessment amount change
The Township Board has the authority to exami
mine if the current assessment will cover the
amount as needed up to 5% of the original ass

8 . Why is the Township seeking additional f un:
Township rubbish funding was put in place in

years the expenses have exceeded the revenue.
in 2018 or early 2019. The following chart sh

Year Annual R eAremweel ExBeeegn s e u nEflu Bl Bal . ChEmdiieng Fund
Bal ance

20118$ $ 593,7%$7 604, 60M82,828 $ (10, 891)
2012$ $ 599,686 619, 314671, 937 $ (19, 580)
20138$ $ 590,284 641, 38462, 356 $ (51, 042)
2014% $ 597,5%6 662, 61401,314 $ (65, 086)
2015$ $ 598,8%7 661, £83636, 229 $ (62,6009)

2016 % $ 611, 08%09 682, 4520013, 620 $ (70,008)
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9 How does the annual taxable value of the T«

Year Taxabl e Value Rubbish Rates

2012 (1.705%) decreae998% i ncrease

2013 1.142 % increas2.991% increase

20114 (.126%) decreas2.983% increase

2015 1.958% increasel.524% increase

2016 .397% increase 1.426% increase

2017 1.901% increase2.073% increase

Annual AveraBg@4% increase 2.332% increase

10. Did the Township Board do price compari sot
I n 2016 the Township Board requested that pri
At that time, Republic and Michiana were cont
These companies explained that -wirde i da mtgr acstt i
i nvol ved pr ocewisde acso nat rTaocwtn swoiupl d requi re t he
including trucks, additional personnel, and c

11. What happens i f a resident contracts direc
I n 2016, costs for residents to contract dire
|l ow are the results of inquiries to contract

Service Carrier Contr act0ilrbg Abinruead t ICyw sWi tIlmh cRax
Recycl e, Yard Wast e

Best Way $288

Mi chiana Recycle & Dispo$ab2

Republic $296

With the current millage of 1.5 a resident wo
$125,000 in order to have paid total annual r
2016, only 10.7% of the homestead properties
When residents contract directly with a servi
wear and tear due to the possibility of multi
12. How does an assessment for rubbish compar e
The rubbish assessment proposed by the Board
that assess direct costs and increases to the

COMCASThe Township receives a franchise fee for each

should reflect that St. Joseph ChaAdédir t T owas$shelcptfiioosnmic
yourYdurl lLocal Frahohbi de bTAauvtrhsshtied yoaafs St. Joseph, 3000
147, St. Joseph, yMlurd 9Qo8tc ast bill |l i sts another <c¢comn

to report the error.
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